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BEFORE THE ‘
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: .| Case No. 2013-24
SHERI COTTRELL, AKA SHERI LYNN
COTTRELL ' '
DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER
P.O. Box 4042 ' ' :

Estes Park, CO 80517 : '
, : , . [Gov. Code, §11520]
Registered Nurse License No. 510410

Respondentv.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Onor about July 10, 2012, Complainant Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN, in her official
capacity as the Interim Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Depaftmenf of
Cbnsumer Affairs, filed Accusation No. 2013-24 against Sheri Cottrell, aka Sheri Lynn Cottrell
(“Résbondent”) before the Board of Registeréd Nursing. (Accusation attached as Exhibit A)

2. On or about Apfil 6, 1995, the Board of Registered Nursing (“Board”) issued
Registered Nurse License No. 510410 to Respondent. The iRegistered Nurse L.icenseiwas in full
force and effect at all times relevant to the chargés brought in AccusatiOn No. 2013-24 and will
expire on Noverr_iber. 30, 2012, unless renewed. | |

3. Onor about July 10, 2012, Respondent was served by Certified and First Class Mail
copies of the Accusation No. 2013-24, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense, Request for
Discovery, and Discbvery Statutes (GoVernment Code sections 11507.5,.11507.6, and 11507.7) at
Respondent's address of record which, pursuant to California Code of Regulations, titlé 16,
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section 1409.1, is required to be reported and maintained with the Board. Respondent's address

of record was and is:

P.O. Box 4042
Estes Park, CO 80517.

4.  Service of the Accusation was effective as a matter of law under the provisions of |
Government Code section 11505, subdivision (e) and/or Business & Professions Code section
124. -

5. Asof August §, 2012, the Board has not received any returned mail.

6. Government Code section 11506 states, in pertinent part:

(c) The respondent shall be entitled to a hearing on the merits if the respondent
files a notice of defense, and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial of all parts
of the accusation not expressly admitted. Failure to file a notice of defense shall
constitute a waiver of respondent's right to a hearing, but the agency in its discretion
may nevertheless grant a hearing. -

7.  Respondent failed to file a Notice of Defense within 15 days after service upon her of
the Accusation, and therefore waived her right to a hearing on the merits of Accusation No. 2013-
24, |

8.  California Government Code section 11520 states, in pertinent part:

(a) Ifthe respondent either fails to file a notice of defense orto appear at the
hearing, the agency may take action based upon the respondent's express admissions
or upon other evidence and affidavits may be used as evidence without any notice to
respondent.

9.  Pursuant to its authority under Government.Code section 11520, the Board finds
Respondent is in default. The Board will take action without further hearing and, based on the
relevant evidence contained in the Default De0131on Evidence Packet in this matter, as well as
takmg official notice of all the investigatory reports, exhibits and statements contained therein on
file at the Board's offices regarding the allegatione contained in Accusation No. 2013-24, finds
that the charges and allegations in Accusatlon No. 2013-24, are separately and severally, found to

be true and correct by clear and convincing evidence.
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10. Taking official notice of its own internal records, pursuant to Business and

Professions Code section 125.3, it is hereby determined that the reasonable costs for Investigation

“and Enforcement is $825.00 as of August 8, 2012

DETERMINATION OF ISSUES

1.  Based on the foregoing ﬁndihgs of fact, Respondent Sheri Cottrell, aka Sheri Lynn
Cottrell has subjected her Régistered Nurse License No. 510410 to discipline. '

2. The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default. |

*3.  The Board of Registéred Nursing is aﬁthorized to revoke Reépondent's‘Registered
Nursé License .basediupon the following violations alleged in the Accusation which are supported
by the evidencé contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this case.:

a.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under seétion 2761, subdivision (a)(4)‘of
the Code in that on or about August 22, 2007, Respondent was disciplined by’thc State of
Colorado Board of Nursing (“Colorado Board”) when the Colorado Board sent Respondent a
letter via certified mail admonishing Respondent for her conduct and indicating that any
complaint disclosing a repetition of such conduct or any other violation of the Nurse Practice Act
may lead to further discipline. The circumstances uﬁderlying fhe disciplinafy action air_e described
in more particularity in Accusation No. 2013-24 hereby incbfporated by reference.

b.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 276 1 of the Code on the

- grounds of unprofessional conduct in that Respondent failed to demonstrate the appropriate

oversight and intervention in the provision of nursing care to a patiént._ The conduct is‘ described
in more particularity in Accusation Né. 2013-24 hereby incorporated by reference.
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ORDER
IT IS SO ORDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 510410, heretofore issued to

'Respondent Sheri Cottrell, aka Sheri Lynn Cottrell, is revoked.

Pursuant to Government Code section 11520, subdivision (c), Respondent may serve a
written motion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grounds relied on within
seven >(7) day.s after service of the Decision on Respondent. The agency in its discretion may
Vaéate the Decision and grant a héaring on a showing of good cause, as defined in the statute. |

" This Decision shall become effective on” Decemigar— "1 20 1z

It is so ORDERED Nm/;:m@&a 5,, ZO/'Z—

FOR THE BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSG
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

default decision LIC.rtf
DOJ Matter ID:LA2012506930

Attachment: " .
Exhibit A: Accusation No. 2013-24
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KAMALA D. HARRIS

Attorney General of California

GLORIA A. BARRIOS

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

KATHERINE MESSANA

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 272953
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 897-2554
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804

Attorneys for Complainant

. BEFORE THE .
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ‘

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. >0 13-
SHERI COTTRELL, AKA SHERI LYNN
CORDILL

_ ACCUSATION
P.O. Box 4042

Estes Park, CO 80517 _
Registered Nurse License No. 510410

Respondent.

" Complainant alleges: -
PARTIES

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (“Complainant”) brings this Accusation solely in her
official capacity as the Interim Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Departme_:nt
of Consumer Affairs.

2. Onor about April 6, 1995, the Board of Registerc—:’gl Nursing issued Registered Nurse
License Number 5 10410 to Sheri Cottrell, aka Sheri Lynn Cordill (“Respondent”). The
Registered Nurse License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought
herein and will expire on November 30, 2012, unless renewed. -
vy
/11

Accusation




wv AW N

~ N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

-~

® 9

J URISDICTION AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS

3. | This Accusation is brought before the Board of Registered Nursing (“Board”),
Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. - All section
references are to the Business and Professions Code (“Code”) unless otherwise indicated.

4. Section 2750 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may discipline
any licensee, 'inciuding a licensee holding a temporary or an inactive license, for any reason
provided in Article 3 (commencing with section 2750) of the Nursing Practice Act.

5. Section 2764 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the expiration of a license
shall not deprive the Board of jurisdiction to proceed with a disoiplinary proceeding against the
licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Section 2811(b) of the Code
provides, in pertihent part, that the Board may renew an expired license at any time within eight
years after the expiration.

6.  Section 118, subdivision (b), of the Code provides that the suspension, expiration,
surrender or cancellation of a license shall not deprive the Board of jurisdiction to proceed wiﬂl_ a
disciplinary action during the period within which the license may be renewed, restored, reissued
or reinstated.

7. Section 2761 of the Code states:

“The board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed
nurse or deny an application for a certificate or license for any of the following:

(a) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, the
following: :

(4) Denial of licensure, revocation, suspension, restriction, or any other
disciplinary action against a health care professional license or certificate by another
state or territory of the United States, by any other government agency, or by another -
California health care professional licensing board. A certified copy of the decision
or judgment shall be conclusive evidence of that action.”

COST RECOVERY

8.  Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the

Board/Registrar/Director may request the administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to

Accusation | .




~N N v AW N

(oe]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

have committed a violation or violations of the licensing acttopaya sﬁm not to exceed the
reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcemeﬁt of the case.
FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Disciplinary Action by the State of Colorado Board of Nursing)

9.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2761, subdivision (a)(4) of
the Code in that Respondent was disciplined by the State of Colorado Board of Nursing
(“Colofado Board”) as follows:

10. On or about August 22, 2007, the Colorado Board sent Respondent a letter via

certified mail admonishing Respondent for her conduct and indicating that any complaint

" disclosing a repetition of such conduct or any other violation of the Nurse Practice Act may lead

to further discipline. The circumstahces underlying the disciplinary action are that on or about
June 20, 2005, while employed as a charge nurs;: at Estes Park Medical Center Respondent
demonstrated a lack of oversight and ’intervention in the provision of nursing care to a patient.
Specifically, Resf)ondent assigned a regiistered nurse (“RN”) and a Licensed Practical Nurse
(“LPN”) to an 84 year old female patient. The patient had physician orders for Lasix IV and four
units of packed ted blood cells (“PRBCs™). Both tasks are not within the scopé of practice of the
LPN. Respondent failed to ensure that the PRBCs were verified by two RN’s prior to infusion
and that the PRBCs and IV Lasix were appropriately adfninistered. The LPN administered two
units of PRBCs and IV Lasix without appropriate delegation.

| SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Conduct)

11. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2761 of the Code on the
grounds 6f unprofessional conduct in that Respondent failed tob demonstrate the appropriate
oversight and intervention in the provision of nursing care to a patient. The conduct is described
in more particularity in paragraphs 9 and 10 above, 'inciusive and herein incorporated by
reference.
vy
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PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Compiainant requests that a hearing be held on ihe matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Board of Registered Nursing issue a decision:

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 510410, issued to Sheri
Cottrell, aka Sheri Lynn Cordill;

2. Ordering Sheri Cottrell aka ‘S‘heri Lynn Cordill to pay the Board of Registered
Nursing the reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to
Business and Professions Code section 125.3; |

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed nécessary and proper.

DATED: M 10, 2012 %ﬁw@ % M
V ﬂ 7 LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN d
Interim Executive Officer
Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California .
Complainant

LA2012506930
51118129.doc
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